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DETAILED ACTION 



, PleaS e„„«e,ha.th K case has been signed to a different examner. The case has been 
docketed to John Villecco. 

2 . This action is made non-final due to the new grounds of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
,. The following is a Ration of ,he approve paragraphs of 35 U.S.C .02 that 
basis for the rejections under this section made ,„ this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the Amencan Inventors Protection Act of 1999 
(A .PA) do no, apply to the examination of thts application as the appltcation being examtned 
was not (1) filed on or after November 29, 2000, or (2) voluntarily published under 35 U.S.C. 
U2(b). Therefore, this application is examined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment 
by the AIPA (pre-AIPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

Cairns 21-35, 37-39, and 45-52 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Pantlski e, al. (U.S. Paten, No. 5,633,678). 

Regarding Cam, 21, Paruiski discloses an e.ectronic s,.H camera for automatically 
eaptunng and ca.egor.tng images. The camera includes an tmage sensor CCD (12) for ptcxtng 
up an image. The system of operating the electron, camera begins with the user inputttng 



4 



5. 
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^ .nformation onto a memory card, or 4c like, with a hos, computer ,co,. 4, .ines 56-66). 
The memory card (24) rs then inserted ,„,o ,he camera and .he category .nformation is uptoaded 
,o the camera. The processor (20) serves as the determining means since it re.a,es the captured 
image to the appropriate category. The category informal can inch.de names and text stnngs 
(co, 4,,ine62). The name represent user exclusive informal. The carries are se, up by 
the user and thus are exclusiveiy used by the user. Once the categories are ioaded an image is 
taken and categorized into one of the categories. After categorizat.on the data is storedalong 
with the image in the removable storage devtce (col. 5, line 1). 

6 . AS for claim 22, the processor (20) retneves the attnbute information (« the form of the 
user categories) from the memory card (24) which is se. in the hos, computer. 

7 Reg^ding clarm 23, since the memory card serves as the med.um between the hos. 
computer and the camera. The processor (20) which serves as .he determimng means reccves 
the attribute —ion by communing wi.h me ex.en.al dev.ee using .he memory card. 

8 Wi,h regard .0 data. 24, s,nce .he user is the one who establishes the categories, the 
^formation provided to the camera i exCusive .o .he user. Furthermore, Parulsxi discloses .he 
abrUty to use names for categones. .. wou,d have teen obvrous .o one of ordinary W in the art 
to give one of the categories a name that is exclusive to the user. 

9. As for claim 25, the attribute data from the memory card (24) is correlated by the 

processor with the image data which is then stored onto the memory card. 

,0, Regarding c.aim 26, Parulski discloses an image sensor CCD (12) for capturing the 

image. 
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„. C.a.m27 i.co.ideredame.hodc.au.co^ponding.odataJ,. Pleasesee.he 
discussion of claim 21 above. 

12 . Cairn 28 is cohered a method Cm responding to Cain, 22. Please see the 
discussion of claim 22 above. 

». Caim 29 is considered a method claim corresponding to Cairn 23. Please see the 
discussion of claim 23 above. 

,4. Claim 30 is considered a method c.a.m corresponding to claim 24. Please see the 
discussion of claim 24 above. 

15 . CarmJUsconsideredamethodchimcorrespondingtoclaimiS. P.easeseethe 

discussion of claim 25 above. 

,6. Claim 32 ,s considered a method claim corresponding to Caim 26. Please see the 

discussion of claim 26 above. 

17 As for claim 33, Paru.sk, discloses an electronic still camera for antomatically captunng 
^ categorizing images. The camera includes an tmage sensor CCD (.2) for ptcxtng up an 
taage. The system of operating the electronic camerabegins with.he user .nputting category 
...formation onto a memory card, or the hke, W «h a host computer (col. 4, lines 56-66) The 
memory card (24) is then nvserted into the camera and the category information is uploaded to 
the camera. The processor (20) serves as the determining means since it relates the captured 
img e to the appropriate category. The category information can include names and text smugs 
(col 4, line 62). The name represents user exclus.ve information. The categories are set up by 
the user and thus are exclusively used by the user. Addi.iona.ly, the memory card (24) would 
store the form of the category infection. The number and type of category corresponds to the 
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form of ,he attnbute data Once the carries are loaded an image is taken and categorized into 
one of the categories. After categonzatton the data is stored a,ong with the image in the 

removable storage device (col. 5, line 1). 

, g Regarding claim 34, since the user is the one who establishes the categories, the 
information provided to the camera vs exclusive to the user. Furthermore, Parulski disc.oses the 
ab„i,y to use names for categories. .. would have been obvious ,o one of ordinary skill in the art 
to give one of the categories a name that is exclusive to the user. 
,9. As for claim 35, the attribute data from the memory card (24) ,s correlated by the 
processor with the image data which is then stored onto the memory card. 

20 . Claim 37 is considered a method claim corresponding to claim 33. Please see the 
discussion of claim 33 above. 

21 . Clam^S is consrdered a method claim corresponding to clarm 34. P.easeseethe 

discussion of claim 34 above. 

22. Claim 39 is considered a method claim correspondmg to claim 35. Please see the 

discussion of claim 35 above. 

23 Regarding claim 45, Parulsk, dtscloses an electron* still camera for autonMically 
capturing and categorizing images. The came, includes an image sensor CCD (12) for picktng 
up an tmage. The system of operating, he electronic camerabegins wtth the user inputting 
category information onto a memory card, or the like, with a host computer (col. 4, lines 56-66). 
The memory card (24) is then inserted ,nto the camera and the category information is uploaded 
,„ the camera. Thus the rnformation on the memory card rs pre-recorded. The processor (20) 
serves as the retrieving means stnce ,, retrieves the category information stored in the memory 
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eard (24) The RAM instruction memory records the attnbute mformation for use by the 

^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

4 hne62). The name represents user exOusivein—n. The categories are se, up by the 
«, andthus are exCusiveiy used by the user. Addi..onany, the memory card (24) .ouid store 
, h e f ormo f .heca,e g oryin f orma„o„. The number andtype of category corresponds to the form 
of th e aurtbute data. Once the cutegor.es are ioaded » image is taken and ca.egor.ed into one 
ofthecategones After cate g on Z a„on the data . stored a,o„g ...» the image ,„ the removabie 
storage device (col. 5, line 1). 

24 As fo, Catm 46, since the user , the one who estab.ishes the categories, the informal 

^^^^^■^^^^^^ 

uames for categories. Hwo.dhavebeenobv.oustooneoford.nary^.nthearttogWeone 

of the categories a name that is exclusive to the user. 

2 , Regarding Cairn 47, the attnbu.e data from the memory card (24) is corrected by the 

pressor with the image data wh,ch is then stored onto the memory card. 

26 . With regard to c.aim4S, Paruisxi disc.oses an image sensor CCD (.2) for cap«ri„g,he 



image 



27 . CUim 49 is a method Cairn corresponding to data 45 Piease sec the d,scuss,on of 

claim 45 above. 

2 , Cairn 50 is a me.hod Cairn corresponding to Cairn 46. P.ease see the discussion of 

claim 46 above. 

j- ^ Al Please see the discussion of 
29. Claim 51 is a method claim corresponding to claim 47. Please 

claim 47 above. 
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30. Cairn 52 is a method clatm correspond^ ,o Cairn 48. Please see the d,scussion of 
claim 48 above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§103 

■ ■ ♦ ^fTUTSC 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

31. The following is a quotation of 35 U.b.u. iu^w w 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action. 
(a)Apaten W notoeoo^^^ 

ection 102 of this title, if the differences «^ t ^SSSS the invention was made to a person 

manner in which the invention was made. 

32. Claim 57 is rejected under 35 V.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tsutsui (U.S. 
Patent 5,640,204) In view of Steinberg et al. (US. Patent No. 5,862,217). 

33. Tsutsui diseases a meftod of processing data from a digital still camera in which a user 
can pull directory informal from a memory card (6) and can edit the directory .formation to 
meet his/her needs. Column 4, lines .4-50 and Figure 3 describe the process of reading the FAT 
^ DIR. information into the camera for editing. Once the information has been appropriately 
edited it is saved back onto the memory card. ,n this case the attnbu.e data is de,erm,»ed to be 
the FAT and directory information of the image data. 

However, Tsutsui fails to disclose authentication information storage means for storing 
authentication information for changing anribute data or input means for inputting attribute data. 
Steinberg, on the other hand, discloses a camera which uses in-camera encryption so that 
unauthorized access is no, permitted (see abstract). The user supplies the camera with a 
password and the image and the password are processed Once the user decides to print the 
image the user is asked for the password again. If the correct password is supplied then the 
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, mag e is able .0 be printed (col. 5, line ,4). Inherently ,h= ho* compu.er (.2, - con,ain * 
storag e means for storing au.bentica.ion informal Furthermore, .he camera rncludes an input 

provide authentication informal before editing the FAT and directory information, as ,n 
Tsutsui, S 0 that the information is no. changed by someone who is not authorized. 

34 . Cairns 36 and 40 are rejeCed under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being «npa.e».ab,e over 
Pant.sk, e, aL (U.S. Pa.en. No. 5,633,678) in view of Kawan,»ra e« a.. (U.S. Pa.en. No. 
5,899,581). 

35 Regarding claim 36, as meniioned prevrously rn the discussion of clarm 3?, Paru.sk, 
d.closes ai, of the iimitations of the paten, claim. However, Parulsk, fails to drsclcseth, the 
.tribute information includes process —on regarding a fife name. Kawamura, on the 

iden,«y the image type, .hus faciH.a.ing file management. Therefore, i. would have been 
obvious .0 one of ordnwy *». in .he art a. the time .he inven.io„ was made .o include attnbute 
informal that include file name ..formation so that an image can be named for easy 

identification. 
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, 6 . Claim 40 ,s a method data correspond,,* to claim 36. P.ease see me discussion of 

claim 36 above. 

37 Claims 13-15 and 1 W. are rented under 35 V.S.C. 103(a) as being »npa,en.ab.e 
ov e, ,ar„, sW e. * (US. Paten, No. 5,633,678, in view of Anderson e, a, (U.S. Pa.en. No. 

5,943,093) 

3S Regarding Cairn 13, Par*, discloses an electron* still camera for automatically 
coring and categorizing .mages. The system of operating the eiectronic camera begins wrth 

(co. 4 hnes 56-66). The memory c*d (24) is then inserted .mo the camera and the category 
information is uploaded * the camera. The category —on can include names and text 
sttin gs (col. 4, l,ne 62). The name represents user exclusive .nformatio. Once the categories 
« ioaded an tmage is taten and catered .nto one of me categories. The rmage ,s inherent 

category. After categorrzation me data is stored along with the image in the removable storage 

device (col. 5, line 1). 

Parulski, however, fails to dtsc.ose a mode setting means for setting a photographing 

recording mode or savtng the image file as a taction of the mode and user exclusive 
information. Anderson, on the other hand, discloses a camera capable of se.ectmg a 
photographing mode and auton.tical.y saving and stortng the images accord.ng to the selected 
^ The camera is capable of operating in a still mode, movie mode, and time-lapse mode, 
among others (co,. 5, Hnes 2,-52). The camera would inherent* inCude a means for switch.ng 
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ftom one mode ,o another. Furthermore, Andean teaches .he ability to «.ag» tmages which 

used .o ,de„, lf y .he images. Addnional.y, Anderson teaches .ha. tmage group names can be 
automata derived based on .he type of group wh,h , repressed (col. 6, hues ,7-67). The 
a b„i,y .„ automattcally name and save rmages under appropriate headings allows for excellent 
imag e fUe management and for easily identifying related ,ma g e data (coi. 2, hues 23-33). 

informal from Parulsk,, so tha, even greater image He management ; achieved. 

30 cairn 14 ts considered substantively eo.uiva.en, .o claim ,3, w«h .he added hmimtion of 

a constituting method sening mean,. As mentioned above in the discuss,on of claim .3, the 

onto amemory card, orthe lite, with ahos, computer (col. 4, lines 56-66). This step ,s 
.dtcative of aco„s„tut,ng methodsetttng ««. Therefore, the r.econ of claim .4 , simrlar 
to claim 13. Please see the discussion of claim 13 above. 

40 As for clarm .5, P«ul*i *c.oses that the category information is set ,» a host computer 
keyboard or the like, for entering data onto the memory card (24). 

« Claim ,7 is also considered substantially equivalent .o claim ,3 with the exception that 



above. 
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42 As for Cain, .8, Pan** U» that *e image data and the category idbm-ta. 
w hich Wudes user exclusrve —on, are saved together on the memory card The user can 
.hen retrieve the data from the memory card using the host computer. The user rs capable of 
retrieving o„!y specific data. As shown .n Figure .0, the user can down.oad the images and 
along w„h the category tnformatio. Thus, the user can reproduce both the image and the user 
exclusive information. 
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Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
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